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the man who kept all the State papers and knew
all the State secrets. In that position, his wealth,
of course, continued to increase*
Although he had conspired against Mary
with the rest of the Council he managed to save
himself. He outwardly conformed to the
national religion during the Catholic Queen's
reign, and he used to make a parade of carrying
an enormous pair of rosary beads to emphasize
his zeal. Then, when Mary died in 1558, it
was he who got Elizabeth on to the throne,
and she remained for the next twenty years
wholly dependent upon his vast political capacity.
It was he who suggested the gradual plan for
ousting the Catholic hierarchy, and who saw to
it that a secret committee should frame the new
religion, at the head of which he put as Arch-
bishop, an old Cambridge friend, companion,
and dependent of his, Parker.
His subtlety in gradually derailing England
from her Catholic course was amazing. He
found in these first years of his power a country
the whole bulk of which was still entirely
Catholic, in practice, daily habit and tradition,
He could not challenge directly a force of that
kind, but he undermined it; he played the card
of national feeling; he relied upon Philip of
Spain, the chief Catholic champion, to plead with
the Pope that the new English Church was,